
“At what point is the press go- 
ing to remember its near-sacred 
funtion in this country? At what 
point are the writers, editors and 
agencies to become disgusted with 
their pimpery and recapture their 
integrity and that of our country 
with it? When will you ask, “sup- 
pose the Report is wrong ?” When 
will you even make an honest ef- 
fort to find out?” 

This castigation of the American 
press’ role in covering up the facts 
of the Kennedy assination is from 
a letter to Julius Fransden, Vice- 
President of UPI, by Harold Weis- 
berg, author of “Whitewash,” a 
book critical of the Warren Com- 
; — mission Report. 

Welsberg^ ^t^iov deoLii mainly 
with ' an article, issued by UPI 
and published nationally last month, 
written by Merriman Smith, UPI 
White House reporter and winner 
of the 1964 Pulitzer Prize for his 
eyewitness reporting of the ass- 
assination. 

Weisberg noted that in his re- 
cent article Smith placed himself 
“a few hundred feet from Kennedy 
when he was shot,” at the famous 
underpass from which shots were 
heard by some witnesses and lo- 
cated in front of the President’s 
car; but that in his original story 
from Dallas on the day after the 
shooting, he stated that he was 
“150 or 200 yards behind “Ken- ' 
nedy’s limousine. 

In both stories Smith states that . 
there was not the “slightestdoubt” 
in his mind that the shots came 
from behind him, meaning that 
according to his original account, 
the assassin could not have been 
in the Texas Schoolbook Depository, 
where Oswald is alleged to have 
been at the time. 

Weisberg’ s letter to Fransden 
declared, “It (Smith’s article) is a 
monumental intellectual dishonesty 


ihe birth procession is sche- 

Wallops Whitewashers 


. . .has it not occurred to any of 
the press that, when it consults 
sources that have palmed off the 
biggest lie in our history > to the 
entire world, they have little to 
lose with another lie to an in- 

HAROLD WEISBERG’S 


Schedule 


Harold Weisberg will be in the 
Bay Area from Wednesday, De- 
cember 14 to Friday, December 
16. Author of the controversial 
book “Whitewash,” a devastating 
attack on the Warren Commission, 
Mr. Weisberg will make the fol- 
lowing appearances during his 
brief stay: 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1 
10 a.m. — Press Conference 
3:20 p.m. — KCBS - Radio - 
“Spectrum 74: Fred Wilcox 
Show” 

9:05 p.m. — KNEW Radio - “Joe| 
Dolan Show” 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 
6:00 a.m. — KGO-TV - “A.M. 
SHOW” 

12:00 (Noon) - KTVU-TV - “Mel 
Venter Show” 

2:00 p.m. — Paul Elder’s Book- 
store, Sacramento & Sutter, San 
Francisco (will autograph his 
first and second book) 

4:00 p.m. — KPFA-FM Radio - 
Weisberg interviewed (to be 
aired at a later date) 

8:35 p.m. — KCBS- Radio- “Harve 
Morgan Show” 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
3:00 p.m. — KPIX-TV - “Pow” 
Show (to be aired at a later 
date) 

8:00 p.m. -- Militant Forum: “Who 
Killed Kennedy” - Harold 
Weisberg and Ed Keating - Hall 
of Flowers, 9th & Lincoln Way, 
S.F. 


dividual?’*' 

In his letter Weisberg challeng- 
ed Smith to a debate at the Na- 
tional Press Building where UPI 
is headquartered. Chicago radio 
station WBBM picked up on Weis- 
berg’s challenge and invited the 
UPI reporter to face Weisberg in 
Chicago on Dec 13 when Weisberg 
will be there. No word has been 
received from Smith to date. —Hal 
Verb 

'Whitewash’ 
One and Two 
Almost Due 

By Hal Verb 

Harold Weisberg, author of 
“Whitewash,” has announced the 
publication of two additional books 
on the assassination of President 
Kennedy. 

The first of these, due to be re- 
leased this month, is entitled: 
“Whitewash II: The FIB-Secret 
Service Cover-up.” Weisberg de- 
scribes it as “the first book based 
on the until- now secret files of the 
Warren Commission.” 

The third in the series of books 
by Weisberg is planned for Feb- 
ruary publication. It will be called, 
“Whitewash JI: The Archive.” The 
author’s pre - publication state- 
ment predicts that this work will 
“create its own major sensa- 
tions.” 

Whitewash III will “consist of 
photographic reproduction of those 
official documents and pictures re- 
ferred to in the text of Whitewash 
II, NEVER^ BEFORE SEEN OR 
PUBLISHED, others which could 
not be drawn upon in the text, 


maximum sentence is only six 
months in jail and a $500 fine. 
The Constitution notwithstanding, 
the law does not permit jury trials 
for petty offences except at the 
r discretion of the judge. It will 
be Friday before the defendants 
know whether their case will be 
heard by a jury. 

The defendants feel that if the 
case is heard by a judge, then, 
faced by the realities of politics 
he will be as little influenced by 
their technical innocence as by 
their plea that the only crime to 
be considered is that perpetrated 
by the U.S. Government against the 
people of Viet Nam. 

Darrow Bishop, speaking for the 
eight, said, "One of the ways that 
we can demonstrate the commun- 
ity's continuing opposition to the 
war is by packing the courtroom 
on the first day of the trial." 

The trial begins Monday at 10am 
at the Federal Building, San Fran- 
cisco. 

The defendants are holding a 
record - dance benefit to help 
meet court expenses at 8 pm Sat- 
urday at 1630 Arch Street, Ber- 
keley. Everyone is invited, ad- 
mission will* be $hr — A.T. 

and some ferreted from the files 
after it was written. Included will 
be the original handprinted note 
with which the Secret Service sent 
the movies of the actual assassina- 
tion to Washington the night of the 
assassination; the hitherto secret 
grilling of Marina Oswald the day 
of and immediately after her hus- 
band’s murder; and other original 
FBI, Secret Service and Dallas 
police documents, reports, pic- 
tures and letters (by J. Edgar 
Hoover and others).” 

The pre-publication announce - 
ment by Weisberg offers each of 
the separate books at $5.00 per 
copy. The price includes postage 
and handling charges. Readers of 
the BARB may order through the 
publisher and author, Harold Weis- 
berg, Hyattstown, Maryland 20734. 


